Familial hairy cell leukemia.
A mother and son are reported who both developed hairy cell leukemia. The mother aged 74 presented with pancytopenia and responded well to splenectomy. Four years later her son aged 48 presented with pancytopenia; splenectomy was less effective but he improved after treatment with interferon-alpha. Histological examination of the splenic tissue in both cases showed changes characteristic of hairy cell leukemia. This is the third report of this rare disease occurring in family members.